APRIL 1711                Journal to Stella

country a little way. I tell you what you must do hence-
forward: you must inclose your letters in a fair half sheet
of paper, and direct the outside To Erasmus Lewis,
esquire, at my Lord Dartmouth's office at Whitehall: for
I never go to the Coffee-house, and they will grudge to
take in my letters. I forgot to tell you that your mother
was to see me this morning, and brought me a flask of
sweat water for a present, admirable for my head; but I
shall not smell to it. She is going to Sheen with lady
Giffard: she would fain send your papers over to you, or
give them to me. Say what you would have done, and it
shall be done; because I love Stella, and she is a good
daughter, they say, and so is Dingley.
19.5 This morning general Webb was to give me a
visit: he goes with a crutch and stick, yet was forced to
come up two pair of stairs. I promised to dine with him,
but afterwards sent my excuses, and dined privately in my
friend Lewis's lodgings at Whitehall, with whom I had
much business to talk of, relating to the publick and my-
self. Little Harrison the Tatler goes to-morrow to the
secretaryship I got him at the Hague, and-Mr. St. John
has made him a present of fifty guineas to bear his
charges.6 An't I a good friend ? Why are not you a young
fellow, that I might prefer you? I had a letter from
Bernage from Kinsale: he tells me his commission for
captain-lieutenant was ready for him at his arrival: so
there are two jackanapeses I have done with. My head is
something better this evening, though not well.
20. I was this morning with Mr. secretary, whose
pacquets were just come in, and among them a letter from
lord Peterborow to me:? he writes so well, I have no mind
5  The Examiner of this day, No. 38 (37), is devoted to commenting
upon the change of language observable in the Whigs and the unreason-
ableness of their stock complaints against the new administration.
6  On this day St. John wrote to Lord Raby: 'Little Harrison goes away
by the first packet' (Bolingbroke's Letters, 1798, L 95).
7  Comsf. L 244. Written from Vienna, 18 Apr., N.S.
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